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ABSTRACT

Mughals has influenced our native society and culture in many ways. The specific feature of the Mughal period is 
the idea of political centralization that also influenced the architecture and cultural innovation when all significant 
ideas and ideals emanated from imperial Delhi. In Bangladesh, mosques were built in different areas not only to meet 
the religious needs of the Muslim community but also demonstrated social & regional culture and architecture. 
Kamalapur Mosque is such an ancient mosque which is in the remote area of Bakerganj (Present Barishal) and is 
identified as examples of Mughal relics at the southern Bengal. Though the Mughal mosques were built in the 
imperial Mughal style, but it had some outstanding local features or historic Sultani influence attached to it which 
gave the establishment uniqueness. This study is an initiative for documentation of the formal and spatial feature 
along with its historical background and cultural continuation. Architectural analysis will also help for further 
maintenance and necessary restoration of the mosque. Although some work has been done on its design 
documentation, it is not enough. This article will also be able to raise its importance as a three-dome style 
monumental building and to play a role in preserving the remaining of the four hundred years old mosque.

1.  INTRODUCTION

In Bangladesh, we have inherited centuries of Islamic 
architectural heritage. There are many wonderful 
mosques all around the country that are relics of different 
Muslim eras. Kamalapur mosque is such an ancient 
monument that contains history of art and architecture in 
the southern region of Bengal. It is said that, the year 1586 
was a turning point in the history of Bengal, when Mughal 
rule in Bengal was established with the defeat of Dawood 
Khan Karrani in the battle of Rajmahal. As a result, a new 
dimension was added in the field of architecture as well as 
in the socio-economic and political history of Bengal. 
Architecturally this meant the imposition of forms from 
Delhi by the Governors of Bengal. This was a break with 
the continuity of the architectural tradition of the region 
(of pre-Mughal era) [1]. The sultanate architectural 
elements and ornamentation though not entirely 
acceptable to the Mughals, but not completely abandoned. 
On the contrary, the architectural style which developed in 
Bengal during the Sultanate period became widespread 
during the Mughal period through some changes and 
some new additions.

During the Muslim period, the architectural work 
developed in Bengal was both religious and secular 
buildings. The Muslim rulers patronized the general 
buildings as well as religious and ideological 
establishments to consolidate their social leadership. That 

is why mosques, madrasas, cemeteries, eidgahs, etc. are 
available as historic inscription. One of the tendencies 
among the Mughal rulers was to resemble the mosques 
through a simple module and to highlight the Mughal 
glory through all-round small ornaments. The three 
domed prayer hall was adopted in Mughal structure as 
against the variety of multi-domed mosque of pre-Mughal 
times [1].

1.1 Three Dome Mosque at Bengal

Although the dome is the integrated part of the roof 
structure of the mosque, but the type and number of 
domes indicate its different historical influence and 
background. From very early stage, number of dome is 
varies as per mosque size and planning requirement. 
Single dome, three dome, five dome, seven dome and 
even sixty dome is found in the historical document. But 
three-domed mosques was very rare in Sultanate period. 
The one-room prayer house of the Sultanate period took 
on a slightly rectangular shape during the Mughal period 
and was divided into three square sections and covered 
each section by a separate dome. This practice was 
became a popular feature for the Mughal mosques and 
later seen to be continuously followed in the whole of 
Mughal Bengal in expanded, modified and refined form. 
The Chatmohar Mosque in Pabna and the Kherua Mosque 
in Bogra district are considered as the first known 
examples  of  the  three-domed  pattern [2,3].  Kamalapur 
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Mosque is supposed to be a continuation of those three 
dome mosques.

Fig. 1: Kherua Mosque, Sherpur [4]

Fig. 2: Chatmohor Mosque, Pabna [5]

The practice of adding narrow towers to the outer corners 
of the central mihrab and the restricted portion of the 
central entrance was first followed in Bengal architecture 
during the Mughal period. Corner turrets used by 
Mughal rulers enhance the verticality of the structure 
itself on the contrary of the horizontality of early Islamic 
times. An example is probably the Khaiktadkar Tayala 
Mosque (1832) in Bogra district [6]. Style of attaching 
narrow towers on either side of the central entrance also 
excels in Mughal architecture, though its origins are the 
Seljuk-Persian and Anatolian styles [7,8].

1.2  Location and Context of Kamalapur   
 Mosque

Kamalapur Mosque, Barishal located in a rural area 
named Kamalapur. It stands less than 250 meter south of 
Kamalapur bazaar [9].

Fig. 3 & Fig. 4: Location and surrounding of Kamalapur 
mosque in Google map

The present Kamalapur village is under Illa union of 
Gouranadi Upzilla of Barisahl District. The connecting 
road of Kamalapur village to national highway is a rural 
road. While a narrow canal running along its side. There 
is evidence in history that there was once a big river here. 
The area adjacent to the mosque now houses some other 
structures that are not part of the main mosque complex. 
At the east, the new modern building is a government 
primary school and the Madrasah is being run in the 
south side building. A temporary structure has been 
constructed around the southern wall of the mosque. 
Newly built ablution block adjacent to the front open 
space hampered    the original layout of the mosque 
complex.

Previously the district was named as Bakergong and the 
Historical data of that area is available as greater 
Bakergong Mahakuma of East Bengal Province.

1.3  Historical Background

Existence of some historical evidences near the locality 
of Kamalapur is proved by the then document. It was 
lead by a hindu prince who had a daughter named 
Kamala. Kamala was famous for the excavation of a 
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large tank at the place near the mouth of the river Kalaia 
[10]. Kamalapur probably comes from the name of 
Kamala.

Traveler Ralph Fitch visited the place near Kachua 
besides river Titulia, the stream of the main course 
Meghna at 1586. H. Beveridge found remains of an old 
building and a desolate temple structure standing on a 
high mound during his visit at 1874 [10]. After East 
Bengal came under Muslim rule, the number of Muslims 
in the local society continued to increase. A number of 
structures have been found which prove the presence of 
Muslim community before the period considered as the 
construction period of Kamalapur Mosque. The famous 
architectural manuscript is Kasba mosque 9 km far from 
Kamalapur. One Sabih khan or Sabhi Khan was a known 
local leader of this area who travel and take care of this 
community. There were some structures also including 
small bridges built in the region under the instruction of 
Sabih Khan.  According to local legend Masum Khan 
was also a local administrator as like Sabih Khan under 
the Mughal Empire. At that time, Subedar Mir Jumla was 
ruling Bengal under Emperor Aurangzeb.

Department of Archeology claims that, the Kamalapur 
mosque was built in the seventeenth century. A late 17th 
century date may be acceptable for the building on 
stylistic ground of the monument [2], while UNESCO 
recognizes it as 16th century mosque. The inscription 
tablet fixed over the central doorway is now missing. So 
actual date of construction even the name of the builder 
could not find out. But local people belives that it was 
built by two brothers, named Masum Khan and Sufi 
Khan. For this it is also known as Masum Khan mosque 
[9].

Fig. 5: Kamalapur mosque in a old photograph [11].

Fig. 6: Present Kamalapur mosque 

The Kamalapur mosque was in utter ruins in the late 
1960's. it was partially repaired to continue its use [12]. 
In 1975 the Department of Archaeology, Bangladesh 
took it under its protection and undertook necessary 
repairs again. Now it is using as regular mosque although 
the external and internal condition is not satisfactory.

2.  METHODOLOGY

2.1  Study and Survey

Site survey along with literature review predisposed to 
find out what the most important physical features were 
there. Available sources e.g. books, journal articles, 
historical magazines, encyclopedias, and also valid 
online resources were investigated to reach the 
information on the research topic. Historical evidence is 
possibly confirmed by comparing with photographic 
documentation of presently survived structure and 
physical observation. For the study of Kamalapur 
Mosque the authors have taken photographs and drawn 
necessary drawings and illustrations of the building on 
the basis of field study in 2021. 

2.2  Comparative Discussion

An important step in researching traditional architecture 
is to ascertain its identity in terms of time and context. In 
mosque architecture there have some typical style in 
which the structured are classified.  To confirm the 
architectural identity of the Kamalapur Mosque and find 
out the style of the mosque, the following steps are 
followed sequentially:
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The outcome of the background study and physical 
survey set some basis for better understanding of the 
internal layout, style, values. Observe the elements 
and architectural features of existing Kamalapur 
Mosque. Analyze the existing plan with reference to 
verifying changes that might have occurred.



3.  ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTERISTICS

Exterior of the Kamalapur Mosque- is an oblong 
mainly three-domed Mughal mosque. The mosque is 
rectangular in shape.

Fig. 7: Floor Plan of the mosque, reproduced by author from [3].                                                                                                                                                                      

Fig. 8: Front Elevation of the mosque.

Base and floor- This brick built mosque is erected on a 
moderate (low) plinth base. 

Plan and form- It is oblong in plan, but seems squarish 
with its outer courtyard. Dimension of the main structure 
is 17.22 m (56’) long and 8.08m (26’) wide. Rectilinear in 
form.
 
Walls and Façade treatment- 1.83m (6’) thick outer 
walls of the mosque. Façade remains plain and simple as 
typical Mughal Mosque of Bengal, but with some 
exceptionality in decoration and ornamentation.

Entry, Archways and Openings- Multi-cusped arched 
doorways- the three doorways are placed at east wall are 

rectangular framed. Rest two are additional entrance at 
north and south façade. The central doorway of the east 
facade, which is given prominence by a slight larger than 
the flanking ones and projected slightly towards the front 
to emphasize the central axis (Fig. 08).

Roof and Domes- Over the roof are three slightly 
bulbous domes on octagonal drums, of which the central 
dome is larger than its flanking counterparts. Domes are 
crowned with lotus and kalasa finials and supported 
below by the same systems as in the Lalbagh fort mosque 
(a typical three domed Mughal mosque of Bengal) at 
Dhaka [2].

Surface Decoration and Ornamentation- The 
traditional terracotta ornamentation of Sultanic era was 
replaced by plastering of walls in Mughal period which 
show decorative panels, rectangular type or arched type 
[1]. But in this mosque, the decorations on the mosque are 
mainly of terracotta of the Sultanate type [13]. Central 
archway is richly inflated in its exterior surface. 

Corner Turrets- The octagonal corner towers is a 
distinguishing feature of the Mughal architecture of 
Bengal. At present these are raised up to the horizontal 
parapet but it seems that originally it was beyond the roof 
to be topped by kiosk which is ended with cupolas (Fig. 
09,10).

The central doorway, which is given prominence by a 
slight projection bounded by octagonal turrets, is larger 
than the remaining ones. The octagonal corner towers, 
which now rise only up to the horizontal parapet level. 
Corner turrets used by the Mughal ruler enhance the 
verticality of the structure itself on the contrary of the 
horizontality of early Islamic mosque [1].

Interior of the mosque- The interior of the mosque is 
divided into three bays by two massive lateral arches 
springing from engaged brick pillars (Fig. 11,12). The 
interior of the dome and entrance came to be decorated 
with net and foliage pattern in Plaster.

Fig. 9 & Fig. 10: Kiosks with cupolas above the corner towers.
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The features and characteristics found from 
Kamalapur Mosque are commonly mentioned as 
three domed mosque structure. It was known as 
Mughal styles. The comparative discussion has been 
conducted to confirm about its similarity with 
commonly known three domed mosques in the other 
area specially in Bengal delta.
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Fig. 11: Interior of the mosque.

Qibla wall and Mihrab- The qibla wall accommodates 
three semi-octagonal mihrabs, of which the central one 
shows an outward projection with bordering octagonal 
turrets. The central mihrab on the west wall, framed 
within a rectangular brick molding, is sparely decorated 
with terracotta rosettes and foliate motif (Fig. 13,14)[14]. 
Curly scrolls enclosing large full-blown 

Fig. 12: Longitudinal Section of the mosque 

Fig. 13 & Fig. 14: Mihrab details.

lozenge-bordered rosettes is seen in the Spandrels of the 
arch , while a kalasa motif at the key point is exist. 

The enclosing the archway is enclosed by a rectangular 
frame filled with terracotta plaques that depict varieties of 
motifs such as patterned net, floral scrolls, and rosettes 
(Fig. 15,16). The remaining facade is ornamented with 

panels. The three mihrabs with unique cuspings are plain 
plastered.  But their semi-octagonal apertures depict in 
their upper parts a slightly projected band topped by a 
frieze of blind merlons.

Construction Materials- Due to lack of red sandstone 
and marble in Bangladesh, locally available burned bricks 
were used for the wall masonry and lime with powdered 
brick were used as mortar as well as plaster in the Mughal 
building in Bangladesh [1]. This mosque made of burned 
brick as well.

After mixing the powdered brick with wet lime, a newly 
reddish yellow or pink color occurs automatically, which 
resemblance with the red sand stone building of central 
Mughal [1].Here in Kamalapur mosque burned brick 
commonly used and color of plastering seems to redish 
yellow or pink.

Fig. 15 & Fig. 16: Main entrance details of east façade.

Construction Techniques- In Bangladesh, multi-unit 
mosques had pendentives to achieve the transformation of 
the squre into a circle [1]. The square central bay is 
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transformed into an octagonal area by using brick 
pendentives in roof structure at the top, it is again 
transformed into a circular supporting area By 
introducing a series of squinches on which the dome rests 
(Fig. 18).

All four corner turrets are extended high above the roof 
level and buttressed the four corners of the mosque (Fig. 
09). The prayer hall entered from the eastern side by three 
alcove archways and the other two side walls have one 
pointed arch each.

Fig. 17 & Fig. 18: Arch and Pendentive. 

Interior Capacity and Present Uses: Presently, 80-90 
people can pray within the three lines inside the mosque. 
200-300 people can pray in open space front of the 
mosque at a time [15].
 
4.  COMPARATIVE DISCUSSION

Bengal architecture, so far evolved, had its own ideals of 
beauty and created forms which were suited to the local 
climate and environment in his deltaic land.  These 
appealed to the local people, but not to the Mughal 
conquerors who were embed with new concept of beauty 
and were wont to admire different form of architecture, 
that were then developing in Delhi, Agra and Fathpur 
Sikri. Mughal at their first suitable opportunity, discarded 
the local style and erected building in accordance with the 
imperial Mughal Style [16].

Mughal mosques have Distinguishing feature of the form 
bearing the style of Mughal architecture of Bengal. The 

traditional style of mosque architecture of Bengal is 
rectangular and multi-domed. Rectangular type 
three-bayed or domed mosque was developed in central 
India by the Mughal builders, which was followed and 
copied in Bangladesh through the governors of Mughal 
Empire [17]. Kamalapur Mosque is a typical rectangular 
single-aisled three-domed mosque with façade treatment, 
dome and corner turrets.

The most striking examples of rectangular type having a 
single aisle mosques are the Kherua Mosque at Sherpur 
(1582 and 1609), the mosque of Shah Nimat Allah Wali at 
Gaur (1664-69), the mosque in Lalbagh Fort in Dhaka 
(1678-79), Mosque of Haji Khwaja Shahbaz at Dhaka 
(1679), Tomb of Bibi Mariam at Narayanganj (17th 
century)[12][13]. All are domed roof with octagonal or 
circular drum. These all exemplary mosques are built 
under the Mughal rular or socio-cultural leaders.

Fig. 19: Lalbagh Fort mosque, Dhaka [18].

Fig. 20: Haji Khwaja Shahbaz Mosque, Dhaka [19]

Fig. 21: Mosque of Bibi Mariam at Narayanganj [20].
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The early Mughal establishment synthesized and 
amalgamates the Mughal features with Sultanate during 
their architectural development. There are examples of 
mosques belonging to the transitional phase or early 
phase. Few of the pre-Mughal innovations were 
continued or developed to suit Mughal intentions, for 
instance curved cornice, terracotta ornamentation, corner 
turret, prayer hall with a frontal verandah are of Sultanat 
architecture. Also paneled walls, stone casings, jail 
windows, stucco and glazed tiles, stone- chiseling etc are 
of Mughal architecture [17].

The three-domed prayer hall was adopted in a Mughal 
structure as against the variety of multi-domed mosque of 
pre-Mughal times. Among the three bulbous domes, the 
central dome is generally bigger than the flanking one and 
rested on high shoulder ornamented with typical blind 
Marlon [1]. Mosques scattered in different parts of 
Bangladesh contain a mixture of different characters from 
the Mughal or Sultanate period. Analysis of different 
mosques gives an idea of different time periods and the 
way of transformation. There is a clear connection of the 
Mughal style with the features of the historic Kamalapur 
mosque. Kamalapur mosque shows a similar pattern to 
internal three bay rectangular spaces with domed roof 
over these. The dome is stand on pipper drum. The drum 
is very low in height but have an existence. 

The mosque appears to be almost a copy of the three 
domed Kismat Maria Mosque at Rajshahi (Fig. 23)[21]. 
The towers in the Sultani Bengal Mosque were not 
extended above the roof. However, with few exceptions, 
the towers of buildings built during the Mughal period it 
is seen rising above the ground and ended at Chhatri or 
Cupola. The towers of the Mughal edifices, though erect, 
end with an umbrella or cupola at the head, and the apex 
at the top [22].

Similarly, the corner turrets in Kamalapur mosque is 
octagonal in shape, the tower raises above the roof and 
end with cupola as a features of Mughal expression.

One of the features of mosque architecture in Mughal 
Bengal is the use of quadrangular arches (Fig. 17). This is 
not a unique style of Muslim architecture in Bengal but its 
origins can be traced elsewhere in the distant future. It 
reached its peak during the Mughal period. This 
‘Tri-Khaj’ arch used earlier is an example of Buddhist 
architecture. The style later became the pinnacle of 
Mughal architecture [23]. The basic architectural features 
of Kamalapur Mosque is similar to quadrangular arch 
with multi-caped layers. 

Corner turrets used by the Mughal ruler enhance the 
verticality of the structure itself on the contrary of the 
horizontality of early Islamic mosques. Proportion is 
more slender, extended above the roof level, has a ‘kalasa’ 
type base. Beside the four octagonal corner turrets, there 
are turrets of smaller in size placed at each corner of all 

projected panel fot the entrance opening. The corner turret 
is typically crowned by blind kiosk terminated by ribbed 
cupola having a kalasa finial at the top, which is extended 
high above the roof level [1]. This same features found 
from  Kamalapur mosque.

Pre-Muslim tradition is amply evidenced by terracotta 
decoration seen in the buildings of Bengal. This 
ornamentation is invariably present in pre-mughal 
buildings which do not have plaster applied to the walls. 
The brick-red surface of those monuments presents a 
pleasing appearance in the background of the surrounding 
greenery. On this bare brick surface is applied terracotta 
plaque in the place of the plaster so as to variegate the 
effect of monotony [16]. 

Fig. 22: Shah Niamatullah Wali Mosque, Chapainawabganj [24]

Fig. 23: Kismat Maria Mosque at Rajshahi [25].

Fig. 24 & Fig. 25: Combined patterned Atiya Mosque, Pabna 
with Mughal and Sultanat features both. Front façade and details 
[26].
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Fig. 27 & Fig. 28: Terracotta ornamentation of the front 
façade.

The traditional terracotta ornamentation of Bengal was 
overlapped by plastering of the wall which shows 
decorative panels [27], rectangular type or arched type; 
the arches being of various kinds, such as flat arch, 
multi-cuped arch, four- centered arch, horse shoe arch etc. 
[27]. The terracotta panels adorning the Muslim 
monuments depict abstract, geometric design and floral 
pattern only [1]. As  mentioned by historians terracotta 
ornamentation is one of the features of Sultani mosque 
architecture in Bengal, There have a mixture of Mughal 
forms and Sultanat ornamentation in Kamalapur Mosque 
(Fig. 26,27,28). This combined pattern is perplexing but 
rarely found in some  mosques built during the Mughal 

period such as Chatmohar Mosque in Pabna (1582), 
Kherua Mosque in Bogra (1582), Atiya Mosque in 
Tangail (1609), Egarsindur Saadi Mosque in Kishoreganj 
(1651), Sarail Mosque in Comilla (1670), Nayabad 
Mosque in Dinajpur (1793) [16]. The older curved 
battlement and cornice became straight under the 
Mughals and the horizontal parapet was ornamented with 
blind merlons in plaster.

Mughal period that plaster ornaments became widely 
used. Some people think that plaster has been used in 
Bengal since the Gupta period but the popular opinion is 
that it is actually a Persian style which penetrated into 
Muslim  architecture during the Tughlaq period and was 
very much practiced by the Mughals [13]. Kamalapur 
mosque bear those foliage patterns in plaster, which have 
remembered us the legacy of Mughal architecture.

From the above discussion, it is clear that Kamalapur 
mosques found similarities with expression of Mughal 
forms.  But the striking feature is the decorations on the 
mosque façade mainly of terracotta, which resembles the 
Sultanate character of Bengal mosque. For the 
combination of the two different styles, the mosque can 
be denoted as outstanding. 

5.  CONCLUSION

Throughout the history of world architecture, a particular 
region  or  a  country  bears  the  imprint of a more or less 
earlier period. The Muslim architecture of Bangladesh is 
an important but little studied part in the Indian 
subcontinent. Even though there are authorities 
responsible for their preservation, many monuments 
remain out of reach. Commonly found scenario is some 
social elites, along with others,  maintaining the  heritage 
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Fig. 26: Main entrance details of east façade of Kamalapur Mosque.



 of their own monuments. In-depth research and detail 
documentation on various old and dilapidated structures 
would enable those to be presented to the future 
generations in their original and accurate form. There has 
not been much research on the Kamalapur Mosque, a 
400-year-old historic structure. Once the identity and 
period of Kamalapur Mosque is identified, it will be 
easier to preserve its true architectural style and even 
small ornamentations. The study outcome will serve as a 
reference for more comprehensive research on Mughal 
three-domed mosques of Bengal. Moreover, based on this 
research, it is possible to unveil various structures that 
have been decayed earlier.
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